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The views expressed in Scater Natter are not  

necessarily those of SCATER or it's  
Management .  

Whilst all care is taken, no responsibility can 
be accepted for errors or omissions. 

 

President:             Debbie Angell  5496 6096  
 
Vice President:  Roz Bergman  5478 8676 
   
Secretary:             Angie Kovacs  0409 727 726 
 
Treasurer:    Leanne Jones  
  
CTR Co-Ordinator:  Jean  Robinson 0409 669 704 
 
Newsletter Editor: Julie            julie@greenpet.com.au 
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AGM : Sunday 5th February 2012 ~ Old Post Office Community Centre in Buderim Nov 2010 

RESULTS FROM VALDORA CTR ~ 16th October 2011 
 
Novice: 
 
1st  Kate Mathias  457 
2nd  Angela Kovacs  452 
3rd  Michael Neville  452 
435,432,431,425,418,411,393, 390, 378.5, 349 
  
Open: 
 
1st  Roz Bergman   472 
2nd  Barry Humphreys  465 
3rd  Petra Porter   455 
450, 417 
  
Team Division: 
 
1st  Lucy McLaren & Heather Trevan  452.5 
2nd  Niki Brand & Sharon Burt   435 
3rd  Margie Bankin & Emma Hade  434.5 
429.5, 423.5, 392.5, 388, 375.5, 301.5, 283.5   



PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank Sarah and Mark for organising the Valdora Competitive 
Trail Ride last Sunday. Sarah and Mark put a lot of time and effort into choosing and clearing the track 
and I am sure all the riders will agree that the track was fantastic with a great variety of terrain and scen-
ery.  Thanks also to Jeanne, our CTR coordinator, the judges and pencillers, our horse health judge Mi-
chelle and Michelle, the TPRs and all the other volunteers who assisted. 
 
Unfortunately there was an incident at the Valdora CTR of riders failing to consider their safety and the 
safety of others by riding dangerously on a road.  We hope all  riders competing in CTRs enjoy the ex-
perience, but do not forget to ride safely.  Often CTRs do include roads and all riders must consider their 
own safety and the safety of other road users. 
 
On 11th September 40 riders participated in the Beerwah Poker Navigation ride.  Thanks to Jeanne for 
organising this ride and the card dealers who greeted the riders out on track.  Jess had the best Poker 
hand so was declared the winner.    
 
Riders had the choice of a camp or a walk only trail ride at the end of September.  Eight riders and their 
support crew enjoyed a weekend in the Linville/Blackbutt area riding the rail trails on horseback or 
mountain bikes.  Thanks to Judy for arranging this camp.  Eleven riders enjoyed the walk only trail ride 
at Mapleton.  Thanks to Judi for leading this trail ride.  
 
The trailer is looking very impressive with the addition of the Scater signage.  Carmel, one of our Com-
mittee members arranged for her friend Kylie to create the signage which Kylie and Carmel installed on 
the trailer.  The signage on the trailer is a great promotional tool for Scater. 
 
Our last walk only trail ride for this year is on Saturday 29th October at Landsborough.  Our presentation 
evening is scheduled for 3rd December.  Please note this date in your diary, as it would be great to see a 
good attendance at our last event for the year.    
 
Debbie 

COOL VESTS 
Check out this western style Cool 
Vest - keep you cool when riding 
just dip in water for 10 seconds, 
hand ring and wear over or under 
shirts/polos etc. Quality vests 
$99.00  
Great for those long hot days in the 
saddle. 
Ring Roz on 5478 8676 at 
Suncoast Farrier & Equine              
Supplies.for more information Also Cap inserts - $18.00 

 
 

ADVERTISMENT COSTS in Scater 
Natter: (Approx 8 issues per year) 

 
 

Annual business advertising $50.00 per 
annum or $10.00 per issue.  

Classified advertising $5.00 per issue for  
non-members. Free for members.  

 
Contact : Julie  - julie@greenpet.com.au 
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Practitioner 
EMRT™, CCmrt™ 

Bowen Therapy  
Member BTAA, BAA, EMRT�

Ph:  (07) 5494 5788 
Mob:  0417 169 456    
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when natural alternatives are available 
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RIDE REPORT ~ NAV RIDE BEERWAH  
 

Does anyone really know how to play poker? 
 
After moving house 3 weeks ago it was now time for ‘Harley’ to leave the security of his new pad-
dock.  With a new float which smelt funny and leaving his two new paddock friends he was a little 
jumpy.  As I took him out of his paddock the two girls started calling for him, I tried to brush him and 
make him look smart but he just kept calling back and wouldn’t stand still so I decided just to load 
him quickly onto the float.  With help from my husband Tim, he walked straight on, he’s a good boy.  
We closed the doors and I headed off down the Peachester hill. I was a bit nervous but the journey 
went well and the hill wasn’t as steep as I thought it was going to be.  We turned into Roy’s Road and 
headed to the ride base, I negotiated parking and got Harley out to say hello to all the other horses.   
He was very pleased to see all the other horses and soon realised we were in for a nice ride.   
Judy arrived and Harley said hello to his mate ‘Carlito’.   
 
We were sorted into groups of 5 or 6 depending on the speed we wanted to go. We chose the ‘mostly 
trotting’ group and I got my bib and tacked up, it was going to be a lovely warm day and we were all 
set to go.  When the first couple of groups had left, soon after we heard voices coming out of the bush 
- Team 1 had returned, apparently they only got to the first turn and got lost! The instructions were 
quite clearly marked on their instruction sheet, but they forgot to read it before they left… so they 
headed out again, making sure to read the directions this time. 
 
It was a beautiful day, the sun was shining and the wind had dropped completely.  We received our 
first playing card and then rode to the first obstacle ‘DANGER!! CROSS CREEK KEEPING TO THE 
RIGHT!’ it was rocky and a few horses got scared, Harley took it in his stride and lead the way help-
ing a couple of frightened horses.  We went down a lovely sandy track for quite a while until we came 
out on a road, thanks to the great navigation by our leaders.   
 
We received another card here, not a great card but not too bad.  The track then turned a bit stony and 
Julie’s horse lost a shoe so we took it a bit steady and walked on the soft ground.  When we came to 
Australia Zoo I kept an eye out for the new Giraffes and we were warned to keep a lookout for broken 
bottles in the grass and headed towards Steve Irwin Way.  How many of us actually made it all the 
way to the Steve Irwin Way! I think Jeanne got a phone call from someone; it must have looked a bit 
strange for the car drivers seeing groups of horses coming out of the trees! U-turn, we retraced the 
track and bumped into a couple of other groups, where we all picked the correct way and received an-
other card.  Well we’re definitely not going to win with this ‘hand’, but Harley and I had a great ride 
and it was such a beautiful day, that’s what it’s all about!   
 
Back to the ride base for a much needed refreshing drink and a sausage sizzle.   
 
The winners were announced, two pairs won the day and prize money was handed out for the best 
poker hands. 
 
Harley got back to his paddock safe and 
sound; the girls whinnied to him as they saw 
the float come down the drive.  Harley went 
galloping round the paddock and then settled 
down for the rest of the day obviously telling 
the girls all about his great day out with mum.  
Nice juicy apple for Harley and a cup of tea 
for me - another great SCATER ride, thanks 
everyone. 
 
Wendy Stimson 

NEW SCATER SHIRTS 
We have stocks of long and short 
sleeve SCATER tops available. 

Men’s and women’s sizes available 
From $30.00 ea 



PHOTOS FROM BEERWAH  
NAVIGATION RIDE  



OUR LINVILLE TO BLACKBUTT ADVENTURE!  
Blackbutt camp 23 - 25th SEPTEMBER 

 
We arrive at sleepy little Linville at around 1 pm – a beautiful old pub on the right as you drive in with a few locals up at the 
bar. Enjoying a couple of beers on a hot Spring afternoon. The yellow tree catches my eye on the left, how beautiful is that in 
the  afternoon sun – the old railway carriage, reminding us of a very different Linville in times gone by - a lone dog wanders 
along the street in front of us, definitely on a mission! The ambiance is one of peace and quiet, the smell of the bush, the 
snort of a horse and all promising to be at a slow pace – very welcome after a busy week in Brisbane. 
 
We quickly set up a tarp from the horse float as there is no shade here and settle in to enjoy a very welcome breeze with a 
couple of beers and a packet of chips, while we wait for the gang to arrive. Pooey is happily munching on what looks like 
weeds to me, but he seems happy – probably because he’s out of the float! 
 
I’m getting more and more relaxed and decide that if I don’t get moving I won’t be going anywhere soon! A few people have 
arrived, but it’s 3.30 pm and nobody is moving much, so I decide to take off for a quick ride to Moore and back before we 
loose the light! 
 
Trotting through lovely flat meadows,  cows grazing by the creek, with the wild of the hills for a backdrop. This is the life! 
I’m not sure how many gates we went through, but it was great practice for Pooey and I – the only one I let him off was the 
one with a huge ants nest right by the latch – getting an Arab to stand still is a bit of a challenge at the best of times, but on 
top of an ants nest – hmmm! 
 
I meet up with two loan riders – Julie and Sam just as I’m arriving back to camp close to dusk.  Julie’s lovely dun horse has 
his four matching camel and black boots on – he looks cute as! 
 
The evening is spent in the bar and what a great pub it is, $12 for chicken schnitzel, salad and chips – bargain! It tasted a 
whole lot better than it looked! I’m not sure how many vodkas, but quite a few slipped down! Ever tried to explain to a 
bunch of totally none horsey guys what “toastie” means, well is it warm or hot? Well, it’s kind of in between!!! Bruce, is 
croaking in the background – No it’s just TOASTIE, laughing his tits off! Everyone is in a good mood and well set for our 
Adventure the next day. Pooey gets his rug changed and taken for a wobbly tour of the other horses – he stands there nod-
ding off to sleep. More my idea than his!!! 
 
The morning starts off quite warm, the birds in full song, Pooey snorting and stomping around, wondering when breakfast 
will arrive – me with a pounding  head! We have plenty of time to get ready, so settle in for a leisurely breakfast and pack 
the saddle bags ready for the days adventure, with plenty of rehydrate drinks and snacks! 
 
We start out just after nine to a day already promising to be hot! I’m trying Pooey without his “glove boots” On what seems 
to be a very gravelly track. Judy, our ride leader, had very kindly bought a rasp with her, but a few swipes across Pooey’s toe 
was enough for me ... this was going to be hard work, I may just see how he copes! The easy way out – I know! 
 
We keep following the Brisbane Valley rail trail, then a couple of hours into the ride on the right is a DETOUR – how weird 
is that, oh well, we figure they must be doing something to the main track. We keep going deeper and deeper into the bush, I 
have to say, I don’t mind because it’s easier on Pooey’s feet! This is one hell of a detour – when are we returning to the main 
track! It’s stinking hot now and we’re glad to be in the trees, eventually we come out at a picnic spot and creek, phew, water 
for the horses at least. This is definitely not our designated lunch spot though, which was meant to be in Benarkin! Mark was 
to meet us there at around midday with all our lunches. We look around “Old Esk Road” and a saw mill – Hmmm, where the 
hell are we??? 
Debbie and Brendan arrive, Debbie is not well and has had enough – they are going to wait and get Mark to pick them up 
(wherever we are)!  
 
The rest of us take off down this very straight, very long and dusty road towards ... who knows where?! We find a local guy 
who directs us back the way we came to Benarkin and then take the “old telegraph road”!? But, are we back tracking – who 
knows?! 
 
Aaaah! We spot a “Brisbane Valley Rail Trail” sign – maybe we should follow that seeing that’s what we’re supposed to be 
doing! 
 
Blood sugar levels are getting low, the day hotter and backs and bums sorer – the tension builds and low grade panic sets in! 
Which way shall we go – to Benarkin or follow the Rail Trail sign – decisions, decisions! For good or for bad, we follow the 
Brisbane Valley Rail Trail signs and meet the same local yet again ... he is a little surprised, but says oh yes, Franks Road 
(just up the road) will take you through 
to Blackbutt – off we go again! 
 
Pooey’s feet are starting to get sore, I get off and walk, the road is gravel and very long, one of those roads where you go 
along a long straight stretch, get around the corner and there’s yet another long straight stretch, get around the corner and 



Guess what – well done  – you guessed it! The rest of the group catch up with us and we come to a group of houses, ask another 
local – Yes, Franks Road is “just up there” and still 10 km to Blackbutt!!! Aaaah! 
 
We finally get hold of Mark and ask him to come and pick us up! We learn that Mark waited for an hour and a half at Benarkin 
with lunches all set out and waiting – ooops! Then we see another sign for the Brisbane Valley Rail Trail that turns into the bush 
– a short Cut – YES! 
 
NO ... we come to a dry creek bed with some rather precarious logs across it and rather large rocks scattered in between ... this 
one could be tricky! We decide to turn back to the road and yet again head for Franks Road! We pick up the pace trotting at a 
great rate along the very generous nature strips and really start to cover some ground – that 10 km is getting more manageable by 
the minute! 
 
Mark arrives and picks up one pair of riders and off he goes – we pick up the pace again. Four km from Blackbutt – two floats 
arrive. We pull the gear off and decide to try Pooey in with Carlito – I don’t think so – Pooey has other ideas and after jerking my 
neck a few times I decided to give it a miss. Back on with the gear and for the last 4 kms we definitely picked up the pace – can-
tering most of the way. 
 
Arriving back at Blackbutt in record time and being – I hate to mention this guys – THE ONLY ONES TO COMPLETE THE 
LINVILLE TO BLACKBUTT RIDE!!! YES! 30 + km later ... 
 
Blackbutt Showgrounds are very well catered for and Pooey has a shelter and yard tonight, not a bad idea as it looks like a storm 
is on the way, feeling quite muggy as well! We all enjoy a raucus dinner at the Blackbutt Pub tonight, with a de-briefing to begin, 
which I missed out on and many stories to follow – nice food (for a country pub) and a few well earned drinks! 
 
After dinner we head back to camp and an open fire – an absolute must when camping! Still no storm, maybe it’s missed us! 
 
In the morning we head off for a “safe” ride to Benarkin and back – all riders and horses are in fine form. Tired? I don’t think so! 
Leaving nothing to chance this time, we have Mark on his bike in the lead and we all get to see our missed lunch spot from yes-
terday. 
 
There is an old race track at the side of the showgrounds, so I decide to see if Pooey is capable of a gallop (he thinks he can’t Gal-
lop with a rider on his back). Mark volunteers to give him a lead, there is no way he would get out of a very slow canter on his 
own! We clocked 30 kph – woo hoo, still a canter and Mark beat us easily – 16 hh gangly horse against a push bike! Next, Sam 
offers to give him a lead and we manage a “fast canter” this time, but make a sharp duck to the right as we come level with the 
spectators and other horses leaving Sam to gallop off around the cor-
ner alone! I guess, yet again I’ve done nothing to 
alleviate his fear of the “fourth pace”! 
 
It’s time to unsaddle, wash the horses, load up and off we go to catch 
the road out of Blackbutt before it closes – the whole camp bar two 
horse pats was cleared out all in half an hour! Pooey and I remained 
for a wash and leisurely lunch and afternoon by the creek and a doze 
for Pooey by the float. It wasn’t long before the guys arrived back 
from their bike ride and homemade rissoles were quickly stacked 
onto the BBQ – yum! 
 
A great time was had by all – not exactly to plan, but who cares – I 
kind of like it when things don’t go to plan! 
 
Sally Austin 



RIDE REPORT ~ VALDORA CTR  
16th October 2011 

 
Unbelievable weather, and unbelievable fun. Considering it had been pouring previously the tracks were 
perfect, no dust, a few puddles to jump over, or wade 
through.  
This was my first CTR for almost 2 years, as my horse 
was out of action with a broken side bone. In his last 
CTR he won the team division, and came back to take 
second place at Valdora in the teams with one of my 
agistees Sharon Burt as my partner. I was thrilled! 
 
The day was very well organised, a couple of things had 
changed since my last CTR. One was not claiming time 
at judge points. This CTR ran so smoothly that the wait-
ing time was minimal, so claiming time for us was not 
an issue. 
 
The ride base was lovely and gave opportunity for some antics in the arena. My horse hates arenas, but 
kept his cool. It has been a long time since I have cantered or trotted him gracefully around in a small cir-
cle, and I expect graceful was not the word Keith would have used anyway.  
 
I rode my horse barefoot for the first time in this CTR. I 
was a little unsure the night before and even had a 
dream about the CTR and then woke up worrying 
whether I should have had him shod. But he coped well, 
and I had Trail boots in my saddle bags in case. 
 
All the judges were lovely, though I could kick myself 
for not listening properly to the instructions on the 
Donut as I did not do my horse justice. My school re-
ports always said could try harder.  
So I apologise. 
 
I will be looking forward to next year, as I am training 
up my 4 year old to compete when he is old enough. So look out! 
 
Niki Brand 

Dear Scater, 
 
Thank you for Sunday, it was my second CTR 
ever and my first as a solo rider! We went well 
(apart from vetting out lame, we need to put 
more miles in prior-both of us!). It is obvious 
that an amazing amount of work goes in to such 
an event and I thank you and all the volunteers 
for the time you spent in creating a very enjoy-
able day. Everyone I met was helpful and 
friendly, even Mark who made me drive down 
that precarious driveway! 
Wishing all the Scater members a Happy New 
Year with more good riding ahead. See you next 
year, I'll give it another go… 
 
Yours sincerely, 
Deborah Baldwin (Rider 20) and Remi.. 
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MORE PHOTO’S FROM VALDORA CTR  



THE DARK SIDE OF HORSE RACING  

Before you place a bet on the Melbourne cup this year, please consider if you 
really want to support this industry..… 

The scale of the horse racing industry is huge - around 18,000 thoroughbred 
foals are bred each year in Australia, and a similar number of standard bred 
foals are born nationally.  

Racing as a 2 year-old puts the horse at particular risk of injury because at this 
age the skeletal system of these animals is still immature and not ready for the 
hard training and physical stress of the racing world. Regardless, the lure of the 
very high stakes for the two-year old races mean many owners push trainers to 
have their expensive animals compete. 

Whilst in training, horses may be individually stabled for most of every day (apart from when they’re on the train-
ing track). Stabling is the most ‘practical’ way to provide the horses with their high-performance training and rac-
ing diet, and housing them right next to the training track reduces time consuming daily transport. However, with a 
lack of social and environmental stimulation, stereotypic behaviour (such as crib-biting, wind-sucking and self-
mutilation) may occur – a strong indicator of welfare problems for the horses. 

Around 31,000 thoroughbreds and a similar number of Standardbreds will be ‘in training’ or racing at anyone time 
in Australia. 

The feeding of high concentrate diets (grains) fed during training rather than extended grazing, leads to gastric ul-
cers - a study of race horses at Randwick (NSW) found that 89% had stomach ulcers, and many of the horses had 
deep, bleeding ulcers within 8 weeks of the commencement of their training (Newby J, "Welfare issues raised by 
racehorse ulcer study", The Veterinarian, March 2000). 

Muscular-skeletal injuries and lameness cause considerable suffering to horses in training of all ages. 

The exertion of the races leads a large proportion of horses to bleed into their lungs and windpipe (Exercise-
Induced Pulmonary Haemorrhage). This has only been fully realized in recent years when endoscopes have been 
used to carry out internal examinations via the throat. A study carried out by the University of Melbourne found 
that a massive 50% of horses had blood in the windpipe, and 90% has blood deeper in the lungs. 

You can count on one or two hands, the Melbourne cup winners that now graze on beautiful paddocks in their re-
tirement. The vast majority of thoroughbreds (flat and jumps racers) and standardbred (harness racers) horses fail 
to run fast enough or become injured and are just discarded by the racing industry. 

Those destined for slaughter may go to local knackeries (used for pet meat for example)—an estimated 18,000 
horses each year—or are purchased for slaughter at the two horse abattoirs in Australia (Peterborough in SA and 
Caboolture in QLD). Approximately 3,500 tonnes of horse meat is exported for human consumption in Japan and 
Europe. 

The long distance transport of horses (for human consumption) is not well monitored or regulated. Travel is usually 
stressful for horses, and research shows that even travel of 6 hours causes suppression of the immune system (an 
indicator of welfare problems) - horses may be transported for several days to the export slaughterhouses. 

A recent study conducted by researchers at the University of Sydney attempted to track ex-racing horses to deter-
mine their fate. Similar to other studies they found almost 40% of race horses leaving the industry each year due to 
poor performance, illness or injury or behavioural or other problems. Of these, 16.6% of the Standardbreds and 
6.3% of Thoroughbreds ended up at the slaughterhouse. 

So instead of placing a bet, please consider donating to one of the horse rescue organisations instead. 

Reference:  Animals Australia To read full story go to ~ http://www.animalsaustralia.org/issues/horse_racing.php 



S.C.A.T.E.R  Sunshine Coast Area Trail & Endurance Riders 

����������	
���		 1st January 2011 - 31st December 2011 
 

Name: …………………………………………………………………………………………

Address:........................................................................................................................ 

................................................................................................P/C.................................. 

Phone:.................................................…..Mob: ............................................................ 

Email: ............................................................................................................................ 

- to ensure the accuracy of your record PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY-  
 

Additional family members: 
(Please supply D.O.B. for any child under 16 yrs) 
 
Name:…………………………………………..………………………………... 
    

Type of membership: (please tick) 
 

�� ��   Single $80*        Family $130* (2 riders) ��   Non-riding $50* 
(Additional family riders $40ea) 

 

Current AHSA Members only (attach copy of membership card) 
 

��   Single $50*  ��   Family $100* (2 riders) ��   Non-riding $50* 
(Additional family riders $40ea) 

 

��   Newsletter member  (newsletter only)  $10 
 

*deduct $5 if you would like your newsletter emailed to you.   
 

I acknowledge the risks of horse riding. I agree to abide by the rules of 
SCATER. I agree that I take part in club activities at my own risk.  
 

I have paid by  
��   cash ��   cheque  ��   direct deposit (see below) 

 
SIGNATURE       

DATE:        

 

Please return to: The Secretary: 
   114 Stringybark Road  
   Buderim  QLD  4556  

 
      Internet banking: 

BSB: 064 424   ACCOUNT #:100 122 13 
Please forward banking receipt with membership form and include 
your NAME as your internet banking reference number.  


